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Birling Parish Council 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING of BIRLING PARISH COUNCIL 

held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 8.00pm 
at All Saints Church, Birling 

 
Present: Cllr Westwood (Chair); Cllr Wright; Cllr Hewett. 
Also present: J Miller, Clerk, County Councillor Dodger Sian and representative from the 
Independent Advisory Group. 

 
 

15. Apologies for absence 
It was RESOLVED to receive and accept apologies for absence with reasons from 
Cllrs Hirst, Yates, Padgham.  Apologies were received from Cllr Boxall and Cllr 
Banks 

 
16. Declarations of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interest    

There were none. 
 

17. Approval and signing of minutes of meeting of 26th May 2026 
It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 26th May 2026. 
 

18. Monthly Reports - County, Borough and Police Reports 
(a) County Councillor – Cllr Sian reported that the Roughetts Road quarry is 

going to the scrutiny committee late October/early November and Cllr Sian 
will talk against it.  The Wrotham Quarry application on the Allington Road 
have open consultation until 20th June.   The horse signs were discussed, and 
it was noted that these can be paid for by the members grant if necessary. 

(b) Borough Councillors – There were no reports. 
(c) Kent Police – there were no reports. 

 
19. Open Forum  

A representative of the Independent Advisory Group (IAG) updated the council on 
their role as a liaison between Kent Police and local communities. They have been 
involved in working with young people and feeding into policy making.  The council 
was encouraged to feed into the IAG any issues with the police. Issues with catapults 
were discussed.  It was suggested that the IAG could come along to the village party 
to meet residents. 

 
20.  (a)  Matters arising and last month’s circulation 

i. Ryarsh School 
To receive any update – there were none. 

ii. Village Hall 
To receive any updates on availability of hall – there were none. 

iii. Land West of Roughetts Road Quarry Applications. 
To receive any update on response. 
The consultation for the quarry in Trottiscliffe was noted as creating 
the same issues as the Roughetts Road application. 
 

   (b)  Matters for Information circulated to councillors 
02/06/2026 E Watch 2396 
02/06/2026 Parish Partnership Panel Safer Neighbourhood presentation 
02/06/2026 E Watch 2395 
02/06/2026 Parish Partnership Panel My Community Voice poster 
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02/06/2026 Chief Executive Bulletin 
02/06/2026 Kent Downs Management Plan Consultation 
 

21.  Meetings  
i. Meetings attended on behalf of the parish council 

i.     Parish Partnership Panel – Thursday 28th May 2026 
 

ii. Future meetings 
i. Parish Partnership Panel - Thursday 27th August 2026 
ii. Parish Partnership Panel - Thursday 19th November 2026 
iii. KALC T&M Area Committee - Thursday 9th July (AGM) in 

person at Ditton Community Centre 
iv. KALC T&M Area Committee - Thursday 1st October Teams 

 
22. Parish Business for Decisions 

(a) Oast Park Golf Course 
i. To receive any updates – there were none. 
It was noted that mitigation measures to protect Birling’s vision and 
character will be discussed at a future meeting. 

ii. To note any update on response from TMBC regarding TPO 
application – there were none. 
 

(b) Highways Improvement Plan 
i. To note update on annual review.  It was noted that Cllr Hirst 

will be attending a meeting with the highways officer and 
county councillor to work through the plan. 
 

(c) Local Plan 
i. To receive any updates – there were none. 
 

(d) Community Transport Grant / Bus Services 
i. To receive update on KALC T&M parish council initiatives. It was 

noted that this will be funded from reserves. 
 

(e) Jubilee and Coronation 
i. To receive update.  It was noted that the inscription on the stone 

is being progressed. 
 

(f) Village Maintenance, Waste and Litter 
i. To receive any updates – there were none. 
ii. To receive update on noticeboard – it was noted that 

permission is pending from the landowner. 
 

(g) Focus Session on Long Term Vision 
i. To propose key priorities from the draft proposals.  There were 

no further updates. 
 

23. Parish Business for Noting  
 (a)  Website/scial media update 

i.  To note the following added to the website:- 
It was noted that the wesbite accessibility statement is being 
developed. 

  
(b) Parochial Church Council 

i.  To receive regular update.  There were no matters raised. 
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(c) Resident Matters 

i. To note any recent local issues raised.  There were none.  
 

24. Correspondence  
20/05/2026 – Request for funding for World Scout Jamboree 2027 

It was decided that making donations to individuals would create a 
precedent for this sort of funding support that is not sustainable. 

 
25. Finance & Accounts 

(a) To approve Bank Reconciliation 31 May 2026 
Net Bank Balances as at 31/05/2026 £15387.56 
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as at 31 May 2026 

(b) To note budget position year to date May 2026 
It was RESOLVED to note the budget position year to date May 2026.  

(c) To approve PAYE record June 2026 
This will be approved at the next meeting. 

(d) BACS to be approved and signed 
It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 

Supplier 
Name  

 Budget 
Detail of 
Supply   Gross   Net   VAT    

 Various   Staff Costs  
 £                       

817.62       June Staff Costs  

 KCC Laser  
 

Streetlighting  
 £                         

20.27  
 £                     

19.16  
 £                

1.11   Monthly streetlight energy costs  

 Waveney IT   IT Costs  
 £                         

67.75  
 £                     

56.46  
 £              

11.28  Monthly mailbox charges 

 HugoFox   IT Costs  
 £                         

11.99  
 £                       

9.99  
 £                

2.00  Monthly website charges 

 
26. Roads 

(a) To report any road issues 
(b) Road Closures  

i. To note temporary road closures affecting Birling. 
Snodland Road – Water works 
 

13.  Planning 
(a) Applications to be considered 
   There were none.  An application had been received after the agenda had 
been issued and the chair would consider for an extraordinary meeting. 
 

(b) Decisions by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council 
There were none. 
 

       14. Matters for future meetings  
Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 14th July; Tuesday 8th September; 
Tuesday 13th October; Tuesday 10th November; Tuesday 8th December; 
Tuesday 5th January 2027; Tuesday 16th February; Tuesday 9th March; 
Tuesday 13th April; Tuesday 11th May. 

Meeting closed at 21:06pm     
Signed…………………………… 
Date…………………………     

    


