Minutes of the MEETING of BIRLING PARISH COUNCIL held on
Tuesday 8™ April 2025 at 8pm at All Saints Church, Birling

Present:

Councillors  Mrs J Westwood (Chair)
Mr N Hewett
Mr S Hirst
Mrs H Walker

Also in attendance; J Miller, Clerk.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

(b)
21/03
30/03
30/03
30/03
30/03
30/03
30/03

Condolences were noted to the Nevill family for the passing of David Nevill.
The funeral will be held at Birling Church on 22" April 2025.

Apologies for absence

It was RESOLVED to receive and approve apologies for absence from ClIr
Wright and Yates. Apologies were also received from ClIr Hohler, Clir Boxall
and ClIr Banks.

Declarations of Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests
Clir Hewett declared an interest in the planning application for a green house.

Approval and signing of minutes of meeting
It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting of 11™
March 2025.

Monthly Reports - County, Borough, and Police Reports

(a) County Councillor Sarah Hohler — apologies were sent.

(b) Borough Councillors Paul Boxall and Bill Banks — apologies were sent.
(c) Kent Police — there was no report.

Open Forum — Public Participation Session — There were none.

(a) Matters arising and last month’s circulation

i. Ryarsh School
To receive any update — there was none.

ii. Village Hall
To receive any updates on availability of hall. It was noted at the AGM
that VE Day 80 event will be held on the 10 May at the Village Hall
and with the agreement of residents in the outside area.

iii. Communal Lighting in Birling park
To receive any update. This item is now closed.

iv. Horse Rider Safety
To receive any update. Signs being erected.
It was noted that the resilience plan had been sent to KALC for
information.

Matters for Information circulated to councillors
Kent County Council Elections Notice

E Watch 2266

KALC News March 2025

Chief Exectutives Bulletin

News highlights for TMBC

E Watch 2267

E Watch 2268
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30/03 National Emergency Area Retrofit Project

30/03 West Malling Energy Advice

30/03 E Watch 2269

30/03 S137 expenditure — it was noted that the latest electoral figures are being
checked.

30/03 Parish Infrastructure Statement

30/03 Sustainable Drainage systems TMBC Planning Scrutiny Select Committee
30/03 E Watch 2273

30/03 Survey 10 year plan for the NHS

30/03 E Watch 2272

30/03 E Watch 2271

183. Meetings
(a) Meetings attended on behalf of the Parish Council
There were none.

(b) Future meetings
ii. KALC T&M Area Meeting 10/04/2025
iii. Parish Partnership Panel 29/05/2025
iv. Snodland Asphalt Meeting 17/06/2025

184. Parish Business for Decisions
(a) Oast Park Golf Course Development
i. To receive any updates. It was noted that there have been no
updates and the Area 2 Planning Committee date is awaited.
. To review tree survey carried out by councillors. There is no
update on the Tree Protection Order application for the poplars.

(b) Highways Improvement Plan
I To receive update on Highways Improvement Plan. The Clerk
will email the steward to reinstate the 2009 lining on Bull Road
from the crossing to the junction and the red markings on
Ryarsh Road. The bank will also be raised as requiring
attention.

(c) Local Plan

i. To receive any updates. There were no further updates.

ii. To review the Land Availability Assessment Call for Sites.
There were no further updates.

iii. To review parish infrastructure statement. It was RESOLVED
to add in the speed of traffic as a matter to address. The
Climate Action Plan item shall be updated to reflect its
completion, and to especially address flooding. The children’s
facilities will be updated to currently “limited”. Adult Sports
Facilities will be updated to reflect the need for improvement of
public footpaths and bridleways. An improved bus service will
also be included to improve access to shops and hospital.

(d) Community Transport Grant / Bus Services
i. To receive update on KALC T&M parish council initiatives.
There were no further updates.

(e) Jubilee and Coronation
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185.

186.

187.

I. To receive update on stone. This item will be updated to
Coronation and VE Day 80. It was noted that quotes have been
received, and a final quote is awaited.

) Village Maintenance, Waste and Litter
I. To receive any updates. Thanks were noted to all for the
efforts in the village litter pick, it was an exceptional turnout. A

guote for restoration of the noticeboard will be obtained.

Risk Assessment
To conduct annual review of risk assessment. It was
RESOLVED to add future housing development and the risk to
the infrastructure of the parish, potential liability for future
assets and the effect on the resources of the parish council.
Risk of Oast Park residents election to the parish council and
funds saved for the parish are not used as intended.
VE Day 80
i. To consider event to commemorate VE Day 80. It was noted
that there will be a village event on Saturday 10" May. It was
RESOLVED to donate up to £250, invoices to be provided.

(9)

(h)

0)

Focus Session on Long Term Vision
i. To note one hour to be set aside at June meeting.

Parish Business for Noting
(a) Website/social media update
i. To note the following added to the website:-
Road Closures
Birling Road, West Malling.

(b) Parochial Church Council
i. To receive regular update. There will be an Easter Sunday service
at 11am.

(c) Resident Matters
i. To note any recent local issues raised. It was noted that the clock
is running behind and shall be addressed.

Correspondence —there are none.

Finance & Accounts
(a) To approve Bank Reconciliation March 2025

It was RESOLVED to approve the Bank Reconciliation for March 2025.

i. Net Bank Balances as at 31/03/2025 £15,205.80
b. To note budget position year to date March 2025 — noted.

(b) To approve PAYE record April 2025.

It was RESOLVED to approve the PAYE record for April 2025.
(c) BACS to be approved and signed

It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments:

Various

Staff Costs £ 791.44 Apr Staff Costs

LASER

Streetlighting £ 25.46 £ 26.95 £ 0.06 Streetlight energy costs

Waveney IT

IT Costs £ 63.65 £ 53.04 £ 10.61 Monthly Mailbox Costs
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KALC Subscriptions | £ 275.47 £ 229.56 £ 4591 Annual Subscription
HugoFox IT Costs £ 11.99 £ 9.99 £ 200 Monthly website costs
JA Miller Expenses £224.25 Oct - Mar 2025

188. Roads

189.

190.

191.

(@) To report any road issues

There were none.

(b) Road Closures

i. To note temporary road closures affecting Birling:
Birling Road.

Planning
(a) Applications to be considered

Cllr Hewett declared an interest in this item:

i. 25/00258/PA 251 Snodland Road, Birling
Addition of a new greenhouse to the garden.
It was RESOLVED no obijection.

ii. 25/00492/PA Bank House, 74 Ryarsh Road Birling
Demolition of one and a half storey building. Replace with two storey
habitable extension with glazed link connecting to main house. Repair and
alterations to main house, including, but not limited to thermal upgrades,
reinstatement of front porch, replacement front door and installation of 4no.
rooflights, and other associated works. Alterations to grounds to provide
two new parking spaces involving alterations to retaining walls and removal
of 5 trees.
It was RESOLVED to raise these matters for further consideration:

about the choice of materials as they are not sympathetic with the listed
building in the conservation area.
The increase in height is concerning, the house already sits high above the
footpath level and will be seen from the highway. Size Relative to the
existing dwelling is excessive.
The safety of the parking space and visibility onto the highway is a concern
— safety and access are an issue due to being close to the brow of the hill.

iii. 25/00430/PA 5 Legge Lane, Birling

Proposed single storey side extension, conversion of double garage to
study.

It was RESOLVED no objection.

(b) Decisions by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council - There were

none.

Matters for future meetings.
The usual substantive matters will be discussed. The village fete will be on
the next agenda.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 13" May 2025 Annual Statutory Meeting

and Annual Parish Meeting.

Meeting closed at 21:50pm.
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