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Birling Parish Council 
MINUTES of the MEETING held on 

Tuesday 1st July 2025 at 8pm All Saints Church, Birling. 
 

Present: Cllr Westwood; Cllr Hewett; Cllr Hirst; Cllr Walker. 
 
Also Present: J Miller Clerk; Cllr Bill Banks (Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council) and 
Cllr Dodger Sian (Kent County Council). 
 

52. Apologies for absence  
It was RESOLVED to receive and approve apologies for absence with reasons from 
Cllr Wright and Cllr Yates. Cllr Nevill was absent. 
 

53. Declarations of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interest    
There were none.  
 

54. Approval and signing of minutes of meeting of June 10th, 2025.  
It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of June 10th, 
2025. 
 

55. Monthly Reports - County, Borough and Police Reports 
(a) County Councillor Dodger Sian 

Cllr Sian confirmed that he will investigate the funding cuts affecting the 
reduction of SEN teaching assistant support in Ryarsh. He requested that the 
council provide full details via email so he can raise the matter with the 
relevant Cabinet Member. Regarding the white lining request, which has been 
deemed not fully possible due to budget constraints, Cllr Sian asked for the 
portal reference number and will follow this up accordingly. He also 
encouraged the council to ensure that all issues are submitted through the 
portal, and to forward any items that remain unresolved so he can chase 
them directly. Additionally, he requested the email chain concerning the horse 
safety signs be forwarded to him for further action. It was noted that a 
meeting between the clerk and the chairs is currently being arranged. Finally, 
Cllr Sian reported that a response regarding the bus service is expected on 
23rd July 2025. 

(b) Borough Councillors Paul Boxall and Bill Banks 
Cllr Banks reported that the official position is that the borough planners are 
still deliberating on the Oast Park development. The application for the Birling 
Road encampment had been called in to committee, during which the 
definition of "grey belt" was challenged; however, the application has since 
been withdrawn, and a revised version is expected to be submitted. The 
planning inspectorate’s visit to the Birling Road, Ryarsh application was also 
discussed. Cllr Banks will be following this up, and Cllr Sian will be asked to 
raise the matter with highways officers, as it was noted that they had not 
reviewed the site in person. Cllr Banks further reported concerning levels of 
nitrates and phosphates in local streams and rivers. He also tested his own 
tap water, which showed high levels of these substances; the matter has 
been reported to Southern Water. Lastly, it was noted that the junction at 
Pippins Place on Forty Acres is currently being addressed.  
Kent Police – there was no report provided. 

 
56. Open Forum – Public Participation Session - There were none. 

 
57.  (a)  Matters arising and last month’s circulation 
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i. Ryarsh School 
To receive any update – It was noted that RyFest, scheduled for 
Friday 11th July, is expected to be an excellent event. There was a 
discussion on the situation regarding teaching assistants at the 
school, following recent budget cuts. It was reported that the number 
of teaching assistants has been reduced from eleven to just four, who 
will now be working across the entire school. The potential impact of 
this reduction on the management of ADHD and the long-term 
outcomes for affected pupils was also discussed. 

ii. Village Hall 
To receive any updates on availability of hall – there were none. 

iii. Horse Rider Safety 
Awaiting updates on signage from KCC – this is being chased up with 
Cllr Sian. 

 
   (b)  Matters for Information circulated to councillors 

17/06  Historic Landfill Sites 
17/06 E Watch 2296 
17/06 Local government reorganisation – the survey was reviewed and it was considered 
that this was not necessary. 
17/06 Local councils explained 
17/06 E Watch 2295 
17/06 Chief Executive Bulletin  
17/06 Southeastern Business update 
17/06 Training bulletin 
17/06 Training bulletin 
17/06 Events Newsletter 
17/06 E Watch 2294 
17/06 KALC Update bulletin 
26/06  Events Newsletter 
26/06  RSN Weekly News 
26/06  Chief Executive Bulletin 
26/06   E Watch 2297 
26/06   Special Announcement South Eastern 
26/06   KALC T&M Area Meeting 
26/06   Chief Executive Bulletin 

 
58. Meetings  

(a) Meetings attended on behalf of the parish council 
i. Snodland Asphalt Meeting 17/06/2025 – Cllr Hewett reported that 

there were no new updates and no changes to the plant. While the 
use of low-odor asphalt has led to some improvement, issues have 
re-emerged with children accessing the site, raising safety concerns. 
Problems with Tesco lorries persist; however, it was noted that this 
is expected to improve as the company is due to relocate within the 
next six months. 

ii. KALC EGM 19/06/2025 – Cllr Hewett and the Clerk attended.   
It was noted that a power point presentation is expected to be 
circulated.   The situation around devolution and local government 
reorganisation is changing frequently. 

(b) Future meetings 
i. Parish Partnership Panel 28/08/2025 – Cllr Westwood. 
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59. Parish Business for Decisions 
(a) Oast Park Golf Course 

i. To receive any updates  
It was noted that the TPO applications had not yet been responded 
to by TMBC.  This will be followed up. 

 
(b) Highways Improvement Plan 

i. To receive any updates. 
Cllr Hirst will respond to the latest HIP update from KCC before the 
next meeting. 
ii. To note lining of Bull Road job has been raised – this will be 
covered in the response to the HIP as detailed above, and raised with 
Cllr Dodger Sian. 

 
(c) Local Plan 

i. To receive any updates – there was no further update. 
 

(d) Community Transport Grant / Bus Services 
i. To receive update on KALC T&M parish council initiatives – it 

was noted that Cllr Sian had reported that a decision is being 
taken 23rd July 2025 at KCC. 

. 
(e) Jubilee and Coronation 

i. To receive update. 
It was noted that the deposit has been paid for the plaque, and Cllr 
Hirst will chase up Gallaghers for an update on the stone. 

 
(f) Village Maintenance, Waste and Litter 

i. To receive any updates. 
The increase in litter in Bull Road/Birling Road was noted.  Takeaway 
litter is the main issue. 
ii. To note quotes being sought for repair and/or replacement of 

noticeboard. 
It was RESOLVED to request a survey for the council to consider the 
costs. 
iii. To note awaiting grass cutting contract – noted. 

 
 

(g) Focus Session on Long Term Vision 
i.       To review session on future Long-Term Vision – this item was 

deferred to the next meeting.  Cllr Nevill was thanked again for his 
excellent work on this item and the council agrees on the current 
direction of the plan. 
 

60. Parish Business for Noting  
 (a)  Website/social media update 

i.  To note the following added to the website:- 

• Road Closures 
 

(b) Parochial Church Council 
i.  To receive regular update – no further update. 
 

(c) Resident Matters 
i. To note any recent local issues raised.  The usual matters had been 

raised, including traffic and anti-social behaviour of a local walker.  
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61. Correspondence - there is none. 

 
62. Finance & Accounts 

(a) To approve Bank Reconciliation June 2025 
Net Bank Balances as at 01/06/2025 £18,556.40 

(b) To note budget position year to date July 2025.  Due to the meeting 
being held earlier the accounts were not available for presentation. 

(c) To approve PAYE record July 2025 
It was RESOLVED to approve the PAYE record for July 2025. 

63.             BACS to be approved and signed: 
 

Various    Staff Costs   £       791.56     Staff Costs July 

 Laser  
 

Streetlighting  
 £         27.43   £   26.06   £    1.37  

 Streetlighting 
costs  

 Waveney IT   IT Costs   £         63.65   £   53.04   £  10.61  
 Monthly Mailbox 

Costs  

 HugoFox   IT Costs   £         11.99   £    9.99   £    2.00  
 Monthly website 

costs  

Birling Fete  Donations  £       390.00     
Donation to music 

for fete  

 
48.  Roads 

(a) To report any road issues. 
It was noted that the speed limit sign has been knocked over and this will 
be reported. 

(b) Road Closures  
i. To note temporary road closures affecting Birling. 

Birling Road, Snodland Road. 
 

49.  Planning 
(a) Applications to be considered 
25/01042/PA  
Proposal: Section 73 application to vary Condition 5 (number of dogs) of 
planning permission TM/16/00003/FL from 5 including owners dogs to 10 
including owners dogs.  
Location: LAND EAST OF LEGGE LANE AND OPPOSITE LANGOLD 
HOUSE, Snodland Road, Birling, West Malling. 
 
It was RESOLVED to object to the application. 
 
Application 25/01042/PA – Land east of Legge Lane and opposite 
Langold House, Snodland Road, Birling, West Malling 
Proposal: Section 73 application to vary Condition 5 (number of dogs) of 
planning permission TM/16/00003/FL from 5 (including owners’ dogs) to 10 
(including owners’ dogs). 
 
The parish council objects on the following grounds: 
 

Noise and nuisance 
The site has a history of noise issues affecting neighbouring properties. Increasing 
the number of dogs from five to ten is likely to significantly worsen the local noise 
environment and adversely impact residents’ quality of life. 
Traffic and access 
An increase in dog numbers will lead to more daily traffic as the proprietors deliver 
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and collect the dogs. This will elevate vehicle movements throughout the day, 
particularly during existing allotted service hours, thereby increasing local traffic 
congestion and safety concerns. 
Mitigation measures insufficient 
While recent planting has been undertaken, these efforts are inadequate. Wire 
fencing will not contain noise effectively, and the newly planted laurel hedge appears 
to have died. Moreover, the removal of the native hedge during the nesting season is 
of serious concern. 

 
Suggested additional condition (if the application were granted): 
Ensure that all dog deliveries and collections are conducted by the proprietor only, 
not by multiple dog owners, to better control traffic movements. 

 
 
(c) Decisions by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council – it was noted 

that there had not been a response on the second application at Ryarsh 
Farm, the council RESOLVED to respond with the following: 
 
Due to the significant number of pupils attending Ryarsh Primary School 
from Birling Parish, the parish council requests that, should permission be 
granted, a condition is imposed to ensure the proposed dwellings remain 
single storey. Specifically, the council asks that any future upward 
extensions or additions of extra stories be prohibited. This is essential to 
maintain the scale and character of the development in keeping with the 
surrounding rural setting. Increasing the height or massing of the buildings 
in the future would risk overlooking and loss of privacy. By maintaining the 
dwellings as single storey, the privacy and amenity of neighbouring 
homes and the school environment will be protected, while also 
preserving the visual openness of the area. 

 
 

       50. Matters for future meetings – the usual substantive items. 
 
 

     51. Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 2nd September 2025 followed by Tuesday 
14th October 2025; Tuesday 4th November 2025; Tuesday 2nd December 
2025; Tuesday 6th January 2026; Tuesday 17th March 2026; Tuesday 26th 
May 2026. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 21:45pm 
 
 
Signed…………………………… 
 
Date………………………… 

         


